With many Iowa day and
overnight camps available for kids,
ASK Resource Center wants to
help make planning for summer a
whole lot easier with the help of
their 2018 Summer Camp List!
Families with children who have
special needs may want to consider sending their child to camp this
summer. Children can benefit from the fun and social interaction with
other kids, increase their confidence and independence, and parents
get a needed break. Click Here for List

Not for Forever: What to Do When
Adoption Isn’t an Option
When your family chose to become a foster family to
help a child in need, you might have thought that—and
perhaps were trained for—your home to be a temporary
placement for that child before he or she was reunited
with his or her birth parents. You were also taught that
the goal of foster care is reunification; however, there
are circumstances where that goal does not work, and
alternative permanent options need to be considered.
One of those options may be adoption. When a child in
your care moves towards adoption, you, as the foster
parent, will often be one of the primary people the
child’s worker will ask to be the adoptive or “forever
family” for the child and/or his or her siblings. The
decision to adopt a child can be a difficult one, and it’s
okay to say that you don’t want to adopt, or that you
are unsure if you are able to commit at this time. When
our family decides that adoption is not the best option
for you and the child in your care, it can be a time of
grieving, confusion, and moving forward. The Foster
Care and Adoption Resource Center staff are here to
support you throughout your decision making process.

Click Here to Read More

Supporting a Shy
Child
The child who is a little “slow to warm up” can
sometimes get lost in the rush to respond to children with more assertive or outspoken temperaments. Very often it is the quiet child who may
need some support to enter play or advocate for
himself, but because he doesn’t make his needs explicitly known, they may not get met. These children often blossom when provided some support
and guidance to cope with group dynamics, and
when they are have the opportunity to participate
in their own way and build on their own strengths.
Click Here to Read More

